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Engaging and leveraging national, state, and local partnerships to build a stronger foundation for public health preparedness; 3.
Promoting continuous quality improvement of public health systems; and 4.
Strengthening the science base for public health practice improvement.
To improve the quality of public health practice and performance of public health systems by:
Essential Service # 2: Diagnose and Investigate Health Problems and Health Hazards in the Community
This service includes:
• Epidemiological investigations of disease outbreaks and patterns of infectious and chronic diseases and injuries, environmental hazards, and other health threats.
• Active infectious disease epidemiology programs.
• Access to a public health laboratory capable of conducting rapid screening and high volume testing.
LPHS Model Standard 2.1: Identification and Surveillance of Health Threats
Surveillance systems are designed and maintained to monitor health events, to identify changes or patterns, and to investigate underlying causes or factors. Epidemiological and behavioral science techniques are used to collect data to identify risk factors for health threats. Local public health surveillance systems are integrated with national and state surveillance systems to provide comprehensive monitoring of health events using consistent collection and reporting procedures. Surveillance data are used to assess and analyze health problems and hazards. Surveillance data are also used to examine the impact of health hazards, behaviors, and risk factors on disease and mortality. Surveillance efforts also alert the LPHS to community and health indicators that may signal public health emergencies (e.g., biological or chemical incidents).
In order to accomplish this, the LPHS:
• Collects timely reportable disease information from community health professionals who submit information on possible disease outbreaks.
• Uses state-of-the-art information technology and communication systems to support surveillance and investigation activities.
• Has access to Masters and/or Doctoral level statistical and epidemiological expertise to assess, investigate, and analyze health threats and health hazards.
• Has a procedure to alert communities to possible health threats and disease outbreaks. 
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